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Following the Holy Spirit to a desert
time during Lent allows us the opportunity
to see what is in our heart

Matthew 4:1-11

HHRES B &4 Mr. Peter Ho

After living 30 years as an ordinary person, a
carpenter son and the son of Mary, Jesus was
ready to embark on the mission for which he was
born. Instead of helping the blind recover sight and
proclaiming liberty to the captives right away, Jesus
was led by the Holy Spirit into the desert for 40 days
and 40 nights — to be tempted by Satan. No matter
how noble we believe our intentions are with the work
we have set to accomplish in the Lord’s name, Satan is
there prowling like a roaring lion seeking to devour us.

Jesus’ obedience to the will of the Father gave us the
role model on how to resist the temptation of Satan.
Following the Holy Spirit to a desert time during Lent
allows us the opportunity to see what is in our heart,
and to examine and grow our relationship with God.
Lent is a time of reflection and preparation for the
suffering we have to endure so that the fullness of the
love of God through Jesus Christ may be revealed in us.

How have we grown spiritually since Lent in 2020
when the Covid-19 became a global health crisis as

I AEHRE 2021

the World Health Organization declared a pandemic
on March 11, 20207 My children’s universities
immediately announced closure of their campuses
with 3 days’ notice. Since then, millions around the
world have been infected and many died. We have
witnessed many who have lived selflessly for the
common good, while others have lived irresponsibly
and selfishly, leading to a more divisive society. We
have experienced disappointments and betrayals. We
have made difficult decisions, and we are grateful we
can stand tall and raise our heads because we trust
in the Lord.

Ultimately we are called to be ambassadors for Christ
to minister his grace to the poor, the captives, the
blind and the oppressed. What better way is there
to prepare ourselves on this Lenten journey for this
mission than to first be reconciled to God! Then we
can cry out “Forsake me not, O Lord! My God, be
not far from me! Make haste and come to my help.
Transform my heart and make me an instrument of
your peace.”
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Christ steps right into this pain to
bring healing

Mark 7:31-37
Community Church Pastor Wade Wollin

Jesus heals in such an intriguing way in Mark 7:31-37.
Jesus takes the deaf man away from the crowd, puts
his fingers in the man’s ears, spits, and touches the
man’s tongue.

Why does Jesus do this? The man couldn’t hear Jesus
until he was healed. So, Jesus communicated in a way
that the man could understand. | think Jesus gave the
man what he needed. Jesus met the man where he was

at and communicated in a way that was meaningful.
59



Jesus does the same for us today. The man may have
despised his non- working ears and voice, but Christ
steps right into this pain to bring healing. We all have
parts of ourselves that need God’s healing touch.
What healing do you desire for yourself? Who in your
life needs God’s healing? Spend some time lifting
these items up in prayer.

E" Community Church Hong Kong
.............................................. Lent Prayer Request

@ Pray that more and more of our community would
be moved to reach out to those with the biggest
needs in the city.

@ Pray that Covid would not be a barrier to our
people or our ministry partners in reaching the city.

® Pray that God would help us engage, disciple and
walk alongside those who are new to the community.
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Jesus has showed us
what is abundant life

John 10:10
Kowloon Union Church Revd Phyllis Wong

Jesus said, "l came that they may have life, and have
it abundantly." John 10:10

| think it's the wish of many people to live a life of
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abundance. What is abundant life all about? Being
rich and owning a big house? Having a good family
and stable relationships? Having a career with good
prospects?

In the past year, the Covid-19 pandemic has changed
our lives and the world we are living in. People who
are rich, educated and with respectable jobs all faced
the same harsh realities, threats and uncertainty in
life. The pandemic helps us to return to God, the
Source of all lives. Life is short. May we all be able to
re-prioritize our life and to live everyday with meaning
and love.

Jesus has showed us what is abundant life. His self-
sacrificing love has inspired us to follow his footstep
to love and care for our neighbour who are in need.
Jesus showed us that sharing and giving are sources
of happiness. No money can buy and no materialistic
life can bring inner joy and peace.

May we all live an abundant life in God’s everlasting
love. Amen!

e'\ Kowloon Union Church
.............................................. Lent Prayer Request
@ We pray for migrants, ethnic minorities, refugees

and asylum seekers. May they be welcome and
respected as part of our society.

@ We pray to God for love, strength and wisdom so
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that our church is empowered to serve the poor, the
vulnerable, the marginalized and the oppressed. May
the church unite as one to care for our neighbors.

® We pray for an equal and just society where people are
treated with dignity regardless of race, gender, sexual
orientation, level of ability, socio-economic status...

Who sits at your door?

Luke 16: 19 -31
Methodist International Church Revd Eden Fletcher

Stephen, sits at the door of MIC. He’s an old man now
but has sat at the door to the church for many years.
He pushes his trolley of odds and ends, sometimes
without a shirt on or shoes on his feet, often in need of
a wash or a haircut. Every time | see him, | think of this
story from Luke, of the poor man Lazarus who sits at
the doorway of the rich man’s house but who seems
not to notice him, or at least tries to ignore him.

In Stephen | see Jesus. Stephen reminds me of just
how much God loves the ‘poor man’ at the door, how
| should not simply pass by. In the story it is Lazarus
who is named not the rich man, Lazarus is known
intimately by God, after death it is Lazarus who is
carried to heaven by angels while the rich man is
simply buried in the ground.

e—8
3.2
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| pray for all who sit in our doorways, that we will notice
them, name them and see in them the face of Jesus Christ.

E" Methodist International Church
.............................................. Lent Prayer Request

@ We pray for all the hospital patients. When they
feel isolated, lonely and helpless due to restrictions
on hospital visits, may they sense your special
presence. May they draw comfort and strength
from you, and may they find hope in the waiting.

@ We remember those who are homeless. May Jesus,
Immanuel, who was born in a manger, be born
again in their heart this Christmas. And in their frailty
and poverty, may they find peace and joy and hope.

® Sovereign God, we lift up Hong Kong before you. In
our distress, comfort and strengthen us. In our fear,
be our refuge and tower. When we think there is no
future, may we hope in you. And may your peace
which surpasses all understanding rule in our hearts.
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Our lives are not our own

Luke 9:18-26
St. Andrew’s Church Revd Alex McCoy

Jesus asked his disciples one of the most important
questions anyone could ever answer, ‘Who do you
say | am?’ (v.20). How we answer this question, not
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only determines our relationship with God, but how we
live our lives.

Jesus didn’t leave his disciples wondering about his
identity. He is God’s promised Messiah. He would be
killed and after three days be raised to life. To believe
in Jesus means to follow him. It means aligning our
priorities to his priorities; to use our life to serve him (v.24).

As Christians, our constant challenge is to enthrone
Jesus in our lives, to submit to his rule, and give
ourselves to his causes. Our lives are not our own;
they were bought at a price. In what way are you
giving yourself to Jesus’ causes today?

E'\ St Andrew's Church, Kowloon
............................................ Lent Prayer Request

@ Give thanks for St Andrew's partnerships with
organisations across HK which seek to serve the
poor and the marginalised. Pray for the material
provision of these organisations.

@ Pray that members of St Andrew's use their gifts,
talents, and resources for the good of others, and
to share the love of Christ.

@ Pray for the disadvantaged in the Yau Tsim
Mong area: for the poor, the homeless, the ethnic
minorities, and prostitutes. Pray for their care and
they would come to know the love of Jesus.
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Silent Wednesday

Psalm 46:10
Island ECC Pastor Sherman Chau

| recently learned about Wednesday of Holy Week.
The other days of the week have special names:
Palm Sunday, Holy Monday and Tuesday, Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, Black Saturday. The middle of
the week is sometimes known as “Silent Wednesday”
because Scripture doesn’'t appear to record anything
of that day. The Bible tells us about times when Jesus
escaped from the crowds and found time to be alone
and to pray. Perhaps this Wednesday was another
such time. Take this day to spend more time in
reflection. Pray and consider Psalm 46:10, “Be still, and
know that | am God.” Contemplate the significance of
what Jesus would soon endure on the cross.

E\ Island ECC

.............................................. Lent Prayer Request

I AEHRE 2021

@ Pray for programs that teach new trades or skills to
help the poor find jobs.

@ Pray for more people to volunteer their time and
that their experience will inspire them to recruit
more people to help.

® Pray for the homeless to know the love of Jesus

and that they will take steps to a new life.

God with us

Hebrews 4:15
Union Church, Hong Kong Rev. Dr. Michele A. Bland

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one
who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet
without sin.” Hebrews 4:15

Many people in our city know suffering. Poverty,
homelessness, under-employment, unemployment,
stress, fear, uncertainty and the list goes on. It is so
easy to feel alone. We must never forget that Jesus
knew suffering. Jesus came as a perfect man and yet
became our Redeemer and our Saviour. Jesus was
the Suffering Servant.

Author M. Scott Peck quoted an old priest who said,
“The only ultimate way to conquer evil is to let it be
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smothered within a willing, living human being. When
it is absorbed there ... it loses its power and goes
no further.” Jesus emptied Himself and took our pain
and suffering so we could have new life and new
beginning. Although we still face challenges, may we
find courage and hope knowing that we are not alone.
Jesus -who is called Emmanuel -means ‘God with us’.

e.‘ Union Church
.............................................. Lent Prayer Request
@ Mission partners and Families in Need.

@ Stephen's Leaders as they minister in pastoral
care.

® Neighbourhood in Wan Chai as we reach out
-specifically in Kindness Walks.

let us reflect on the cross
and remember the sacrifice
2 Kings 7:9a (NLT)
Harvest Mission Community Church Pastor Seth

2 Kings 7:9a (NLT), “Finally, they said to each other,
‘This is not right. This is a day of good news, and we
aren’t sharing it with anyone!””

D.T. Niles said, “Evangelism is just one beggar telling

I AEHRE 2021

another beggar where to find the bread.” As Christ-
followers, it's easy to forget that we were all once
beggars who were in need of God’s grace and the
Bread of Life. This is why when we experience God’s
goodness, we must share it with others. It would be
selfish of us if we keep all the blessings of the Gospel
to ourselves. During this Lenten season, let us reflect
on the cross and remember the sacrifice that Christ
made for us. May this motivate us to share God'’s love
and blessings with others. As we share in word and
deed, may we be replenished and renewed with more
of His goodness.

E'\ Harvest Mission Community Church
........................ Lent Prayer Request

@ Our 2020-2021 year's theme is "Shine." Therefore,
we want to shine God's Light in HK by meeting
the needs of the city, especially those who are
marginalized and in need.

@ Pray that we will be able to reach out and meet
the needs of the surrounding communities that are
next to the universities that we are reaching out to.

® Pray for the students in the 4 university campuses
(CUHK, PolyU, HKUST, HKU) that we are
reaching out to right now. We want to see the next
generation experience God's love, grace, and
hope through the Gospel.
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